












































In a distant future, an 
angel rescues 
Mercier’s book from 
the flood of time. 

L.S. Mercier, Tableau 
de Paris (1782-88) 
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“What a moment! and what an era it promised! ... 
Drunk with so much hope for the progress of reason, it 
prophesied a Jerusalem of philosophy that would last 

more than 1000 years.” 


journalist, Jean-Baptiste Suard, on the impact of the 

Encyclopedie (1751-72) 




Within bodies of writing, everywhere, there are linkages we 
tend not to see. The individual document, at hand, is what 
we deal with; we do not see the total linked collection of 
them all at once. But they are there, the documents not 
present as well as those that are, and the grand cat's-cradle 
among them all. 


Ted Nelson, Literary Machines 
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It will be almost as convenient to search for some bit of truth 
concealed in nature as it will be to find it hidden away in an 

immense multitude of bound volumes.” 
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Experimental Cross-Reference Navigator 

The current implementation of the Encyclopedie under PhiloLogic allows users to follow renvois (cross-references) links (within operational limits to be outlined 
below), but does not support searching and navigating the renvois in any kind of systematic fashion. Since this is something we think warrants further 
consideration, we thought it might be helpful build an experimental cross-reference navigator. We thus wrote a recognizer to extract metadata for each article in 
the Encyclopedie which has one or more renvoi. As part of the original development of the Encyclopedie, each cross reference was automatically detected from 
certain typographic and lexical clues.This resulted in roughly 61.000 cross-references. Accordingly, the extracted database has 61,000 records. We loaded these 
into a simple MySQL database and used a standard script to support searching and reporting. The search parameters may include article headwords, authors, 
normalized and English classes of knowledge as well as the term(s) being cross referenced. 

Keep in mind this is an experiment, please see our many Caveats below. 
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The History and Present State of Discoveries 
Relating to Vision, Light, and Colours, 
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By the several void spaces between . . . groups of great men, we have a clear idea of 
the great revolutions of all kinds of science, from the very origin of it; so that the thin and 
void places in the chart are, in fact, no less instructive than the most crowded, in giving 
us an idea of the great interruptions of science, and the intervals at which it hath 
flourished. . . .We see no void spaces in the division of Statesmen, Heroes, and 
Politicians. The world hath never wanted competitors for empire and power, and least of 
all in those periods in which the sciences and the arts have been the most neglected. 
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